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CONTENTS:

Sustainable Energy Evolution ► Imperative for all governments and industry decision makers !
Concerted Efforts ► The United Nations must better live up to its Millennium Development Goals
UN Reform and Global Clean Energy Policy
The frightening explosion of energy and food prices showed again that natural resources are limited, as reminded at the 40th anniversary of the Club of Rome recalling their eye-opening MIT report “Limits to Growth” when the term “sustainable” was not yet publicly  used.
However too many lip services are given by private and government decision makers as regards energy with dozens of fossil fuel and nuclear power plants still being built and planned beyond any common sense, if one would seriously look at the rising fuel cost due to the mineral resources depletion with their emissions and radiation risks endangering the health and biospheres of all living and future Earth inhabitants.

The United Nations and the World Bank failed to cope with these problems since the historic Summit in 1992 on Environment & Development UNCED at Rio de Janeiro, where its executive director Maurice Strong was not allowed by the energy lobbies to include energy in the agenda.  Despite cautious warning voices from the UN Environment Program UNEP, the World Health Organization WHO, World Meteorological Organization WMO/IPCC, UNESCO, UNU and other UN bodies, the United Nations with its government members let the industry build hundreds of hazardous power plants and millions of polluting vehicles.  Its International Atomic Energy Agency IAEA continued to promote lethal nuclear power plants with a PR budget of millions ! 

Nobody at the UN restrained the International Energy Agency IEA of the rich OECD nations to promote the use of dwindling fossil fuels with incredible lies about their future prices and questionable availability in their misleading “Energy Outlook” edited by OPEC friends.

The UN Commission of Sustainable Development CSD was delaying any attempts to advance sustainable energy since its inception 16 years ago - misled under petroleum and nuclear lobby influence.  The noble solar energy endeavours of UNESCO in Paris were shelved.  Government subsidies and billions of World Bank loans for environmentally harmful, unsafe power plants were encouraged and squandered instead of being stopped.

Hence UN reform is overdue as regards a sustainable energy policy and international law harmonization.  ISEO can be instrumental in this rationalization process.
The Important Role of ISEO and NGOs
ISEO was initiated just before the UN Sustainable Development Summit in 2002 at Johannesburg by Swiss National Council members from six political parties with the goal to advocate sustainable energy globally from the UN city Geneva, based on the Global Energy Charter for Sustainable Development.

Several other initiatives of this kind were launched in vain since the Rio Summit, but none of them had the scope of ISEO, covering not only renewable energy, but also efficiency, international standards, laws and education to make future energy really sustainable.

Good work is done by numerous NGOs in the fields of renewable solar, wind, hydro, geo, ocean and bio energy.  However these voluntary organizations are often scattered and competing with each other.  Some tried to group together with IREA covering the four biggest renewable energy sectors, others cover mainly environmental concerns like Greenpeace, WWF, Green Cross, Friends of the Earth etc.

IUCN - the International Union for the Conservation of Nature - is an excellent hybrid roof organization of  hundreds of environmental and nature protection NGOs plus over hundred government members.

ISEO the hybrid counterpart of IUCN on all clean energy matters - co-founded with IUCN - is pooling sustainable energy goals of governments with academia and the private sector, thus fulfilling the task of clean sustainable energy advocacy much broader and more effectively than a UN agency with a narrow scope like IAEA. From its Geneva seat near the UN, surrounded by many relevant NGOs, ISEO can efficiently liaise with the UN and the established well organized government missions to the UN, rather than a new UN agency at a place with no existing UN missions as suggested by Germany.  The energy tasks of the United Nations can only be fulfilled in the context of UN reform by streamlining the many agencies and commissions like CSD to avoid the escalating cost of inefficient bureaucracy. 
ISEO suggests to Germany and other interested nations to bundle their efforts with the long established ISEO in Geneva covering the broad sustainable energy scope in all its aspects.
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